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Greetings from secretariat!!!
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We are on the way to the workcamp season and I think this is a good chance to issue the second newsletter for informing you all on some hot news of NVDA’s activities and also the fruitful results of the previous month. I would also like to take this opportunity to send best wishes and success to all the workcamps.
                                                Hot news of NVDA:
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Executive committee (EC): NVDA had a successful meeting between NVDA EC members with leaders of Macau New Chinese Youth Association (MNCYA) for a partnership contract signing ceremony on 7th of May that Ms. Do Thi Phuc- General Secretary and Mr. Klaus Ding- Vice president attended on behalf of NVDA. 
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There were around 50 active members from MNCYA including the executive committee and journalists from TV and radio channels which made the ceremony very impressive. For the cooperation set up together, the contract is the first step that NVDA could assist Macau youth in contributing to international voluntary services, as well as introducing youths of the world to Macau's people and culture.

NVDA members: The financial report 2010 of 15 members was opened for them to share and understand each other better, improve organizational internal management by learning from others’ finance and explain to volunteers more how their fees are spent.
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 The 2nd Global LMTV (Long/ Middle Term Voluntary service) meeting was successfully co-organized by VPV, NVDA and CCIVS (05th- 09th April 2011) in Hanoi, Vietnam. The meeting report and some official documents for LMTV such as Volunteer Exchange Form, Vacancy list, Infosheet format, Evaluation form, Global LMTV handbook as all participants of the meeting agreed and created the working system together based on the needs, practice and visions. 
Moreover, the 3rd Global LMTV meeting is going to take place in India from 10th -14th February 2012 after The 9th TNW (Training & Networking Workcamp) with GA (General Assembly) of NVDA from 01st -10th February. Two these important events will be hosted by FSL and RUCHI.
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NVDA is going to send group volunteers (24 volunteers) from the Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) to two of its members: MCE and BWCA for the summer workcamp in June. Last Easter workcamp, IIWC and RUCHI also hosted successfully 21 volunteers to do voluntary work on their project.
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Since the International workcamp (IWC) global logo campaign was launched by VYA in co-organization with NVDA, CCIVS, ALLIANCE and SCI during that 1 month we have received 44 applications from 8 countries in Asia- Europe. Through all the designs, we got to know more about how you think about international volunteerism and about the world. 

As the only rule for voting on Facebook is “one person, one vote” for 2 weeks, there are more than 2,112 participants joined this event and choose the logo they like. The final result will be announced on 10th June 2011.
All the voting result: http://apps.facebook.com/pollscenter/poll.php?pollid=6077&f
For the second round voting, the co-organizer will decide the final one logo from the 4+1 logos with points from 5 to 1. The one which gets the most points will be the final IWC global LOGO.
With this campaign we can strengthen the volunteer solidarity, create the global volunteer identity, and support each other all over the world.
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News from members:
NICE, Japan:  Click here for further information!
NICE has been working very hard to have fruitful results. They have organized special workcamps in 3 places with over 70 volunteers since April 4th including caring for children, running a nature school and cleaning up houses. 
NICE has just created a fund for special actions and got 2,562,707 Yen (about 30,000 US$) as of May 10th from over 150 donators and Nippon Foundation. 
They organized two special meetings for sharing situations and planning further actions in Tokyo (April 2nd and May 7th-8th) which gathered over 160 participants including representatives from other NGOs in total, with fruitful discussions.
· VolTra, Hong Kong: 
Have you ever thought of farming in a metropolitan city? The Hong Kong skyline is one of the most impressive in the world yet the vanishing farmlands are also the treasure of the city. 
This May, VolTra is going to hold a weekend workcamp with The Conservancy Association in Long Valley, where the volunteers can experience a farmer’s life and help protect the largest agricultural freshwater wetland of Hong Kong. 
Volunteers will help remove the exotic snails and weeds, and paint and decorate a farming hut. In the evening, a night safari will be organized to explore the farmland wildlife. In order to conserve the environment, they will try their best to run the workcamp in an eco-friendly way. In addition, red meat will not be provided in all meals, and volunteers will collect fresh vegetables and fish from different farms in Long Valley or purchase food from local markets.

· To support the local agriculture a 2-week workcamp at Long Valley will also be organized by VolTra in July.
VolTra was celebrating its 2nd anniversary and had an enjoyable dinner with their members on April 16th. To promote low-carbon and healthy diet, they offered vegetarian food only and the members were surprised with the variety of green food! They continued the tradition from last year – writing our carbon reduction action plans on Tanzaku papers. These promises are going to make a greener world.
They also held their first photo competition in which the participants submitted their workcamp photos and had the first round of voting on Facebook. During the anniversary dinner, the top 10 shared their stories in Mongolia, Italy, Iceland, Vietnam, India, etc. on stage to win the votes from the audience. The winner of “The Best Photo” is Pink who joined the Mongolia workcamp while that of “The Best Story” is Rasy who joined the Italy workcamp. Both of them won a free quota of international workcamp. Congratulations to the two sweet young ladies! 
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International Volunteers for Peace

HELPING AUSTRALIANS VOLUNTEER AT HOME AND ABROAD




International Volunteers for Peace (IVP) Australia is facing a financial problem. IVP has no funding so it is very difficult to do anything. However, under NVDA’s support, IVP hopes to be able to exchange more and more volunteers with NVDA. In terms of projects in Australia, IVP has had only one workcamp and one MTV project this year. (http://www.ivp.org.au).


·  Indonesia International Work Camp (IIWC) had completed 13 workcamps in the spring camp season from January to April. That is the reason for the Evaluation and Training for new members of IIWC in Semarang, 30th April – 1st May 2011. It can be said that IIWC has an effective working time when all the volunteers tried to do their best and most of them are satisfied with it. The day that they had a chance to meet was so wonderful. They shared experiences, opinions and watched the top 5 spring videos together. It is very good for new members to get more information about IIWC’s workcamps and the best video of spring season camp 2011 is Mangkang Camp 14 by Septiana Fitri Maria. 
Click here for more information!
· Dejavato Foundation (DJ), Indonesia:   
DJ successfully organized some workcamps in Mar and Apr 2011 such as SMA 7 Semarang (15th- 29th Mar), Semarang SMA KebonDalem (01st- 15th Mar), SMA KESATRIAN 1 SEMARANG (03th- 21th Mar), SMA Kesatrian 1 Semarang (01st- 15th Apr). 

The volunteers were enjoyed activities of the workcamps a lot by teaching foreign languages and introducing their culture in senior high school. They also experienced a lot Indonesian culture by staying with host families and working with local people.
Click here for more information!

· VSA, Thailand: donated for those affected by the tsunami in Japan by giving 18,626 Baht to Mr. Kaizawa Shinichiro - the president of NICE Japan during the 2nd Global LMTV Meeting. 
The donations raised funds during the STV03 workcamp (construction and renovation school) from volunteers, and local host. Mr. Kai said receiving the donation amount will be used to get the most attention possible from warm hearts.
This activity comes from the hearts of not only Thai people but from friends around the world who are concerned about tsunami affected people in Japan.
       NVDA common action:         
                                                             Acrylic sponge action (ESA)
From 29th April to 5th May, NVDA, SJV and NICE finished the 3rd ESA special workcamp at the Fisher village, in Hanoi. The volunteers actively participated and had successful results: the number of women took part in making Acrylic Sponge increase a lot; Volunteers and together with Fisher village people built 2 more water filters there; The women were given 10.000 yen as the SEEDER group in Japan greatly helped to sell Acrylic sponges there during the Earth day etc. 2 next workcamps in 2011 will be organized in September and December.
The workcamp report is available at here![image: image2.png]
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