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REPORT OF ECO SPONGE ACTION (ESA) WORKCAMP

(MAY 2011)
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I. PARTICIPANTS AND GOALS: 

1. Participants: 

Participants include 8 Japanese volunteers recruited through NICE (Never-ending International workCamps Exchange) Japan and 4 local volunteers from SJ Vietnam.

2. Goals: 

1) Improve the life in the FV together with the people there.

2) Promote protection of water environment and raise public awareness on global issues.
3) Develop friendship, understanding and partnership between Vietnam and Japan. 

4) Promote the common action of NVDA all around Asia. 
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II. DAILY WORKCAMP REPORT:
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Fri, 29th April: 

Arrival day and welcome participants by organizing Vietnamese night. Local volunteers prepared Vietnamese food as well as presentation about Vietnamese culture. Japanese volunteers also supported by going to local market with Vietnamese volunteers. :-) 
2. Sat, 30th April:
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a) Morning: Orientation session at Volunteer house: 
· Introduction of SJV, NICE and their projects.
· Motivations, expectation, concern of volunteers
·  People on the trees: Each volunteer has their owner opinions and interested positions.
· Revision of workcamp schedule.
· Working groups (3G: Pho team, GTO team, Ong team) 
· Questions and answers.
b) Afternoon:  Visit Fisher village: 
· Visit Cricket camp, it is one of public project in cooperation with Hanoi University. The local people are feeding up the provided crickets and then volunteers will help to find market to sale them.
· Visit Fisher village to have an overview the situation there and also discussed again with the people about workcamp activities, they expected to have more public water filters. 
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c) Evening: Group discussion
· Volunteers drew emoticon face such as surprise, confuse, happy, fun, peace, … Many Japanese people were surprised about FV. They couldn’t imagine how people can live, afford for some furniture: TV, … But Vietnamese volunteers explained clearly to them, so they could understand almost of this problem. Especially, we discussed repairing house and building water filter tanks for FV’s people. 

- Strong comments: 

· When going to FV several times, we will give exact decisions for solutions. 
· We need to focus on 5 “can do”: (What; Where;  When; How; Who) 
· Focusing on 3 activities in this project: Make Acrylic Sponge, water filters and organize activities with the children at Youth house school
3. Sun 1st May.
a) Morning: We arrived at Fisher village at 9:30 and gave Acrylic and sponge samples such as flower, star, circle shapes. However, we had a problem when Oanh was not interested in making acrylic sponge in this workcamp caused new busy work. At that time, other group at Tien’s house to talk about how to make water filter.
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b) Afternoon:  Our group visited the Museum from 2p.m to 4p.m. After that, we went to city center to find the Acrylic material in different shops in Hanoi. Unfortunately, we could not find it due to non-import 100 % Acrylic (only 80% in Vietnam) from China. 
c) Evening:  Feedback of volunteers:
· There is a good relationship between FV people and ESA members, talking about making acrylic and the women learn how to make acrylic and also taught volunteers

· Some women don’ live in Fisher Village are also interested in making Acrylic sponges when they visited there.
· We could not build the water filter and find the new women who want to make the acrylic today.

· We still have some troubles when communicating in English.
· Accommodation: not enough beds for everyone today.
4. Mon, May 2nd 
We went to the Fisher Village with 2 teams: one for teaching Acrylic Sponge and one for making water filter. The first group found out 2 Vietnamese women who really want to join with us. It is fantastic! The second group washed two tanks. This was a very difficult work because they were too dirty. 
In the afternoon, one group cooked Japanese food at one local house.
 We started Japanese night at Fisher village by singing Japanese songs, food, playing games and also dancing. It makes us feel warm and friendly even though not so many people could join us.
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Then, we came back volunteer house to have a discussion after a hard working day. One by one shared their feelings:
· Most of us are so delighted with the activities we do in the morning.
· We are happy to bring the Japanese food and smile to F.V people.
· All of us hope to have more friends in not only our country but also in the world.
· We realize that we are friendlier after a working day.
· We have sympathy with the children in F.V and of course, doing something for them is our happiness.
5. Tuesday May 3rd
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a) Morning: We arrived at the FV at about 8.30. Then we still divided into 2 groups: 1 group went with Saya to the leader’s house to teach his daughter how to make the sponges and 1 group finished the water filter. Tien (a man from Fisher Village) helped us to finish our first water filter this morning before we came to Fisher Village. He also helped us to clean the sand. He showed us a quicker way to clean the sand (and saved more clean water) than yesterday so we could finish cleaning the sand in the morning completely the second water filter. 
After working at FV, all volunteers came back to volunteer house to have lunch and prepare for coming to host family.

b) Afternoon and evening: Staying at host families.
6. Wednesday May 4th:
a,  Morning : We returned from host family and our feeling was so good cause of host family’s hospitality. Japanese volunteers know much more about Vietnamese culture and had a great time with Vietnamese families. 
We prepared for Acrylic sponge and World Tanabata Action workshop at EduViet international school by practicing how to make Acrylic sponge by hand as well as a play of Tanabata.
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b, Afternoon: There are still many women want to learn how to make Acrylic Sponge, so 1 small group still went to FV and it seemed to be that they work so well. 
We started a workshop by promoting about the FV for Vietnamese students. Next, we presented about the Acrylic Sponge project and taught students how to make by hand. Finally, we explained about the World Tanabata Action, performed a play and wrote wishes on Tanzaku papers.
c, Evening : We had a discussion about what we had done from morning:
· We express our feelings : so satisfied

· The workshop brings a very fruitful result.
· The people in F.V learn so well

· We discuss what we are going to do on the final day of work camp.
7, Thu, May 5th:
a, Morning : One group went to Fisher Village to continue teaching new women more about making the Acrylic sponge and also collected all Acrylic Sponges. Some of them could not use all Acrylic so next time Hang will collect the rest of Acrylic Sponge.
Another group went to Youth House School to prepare lunch for the children and FV group. At 12.30: the FV group arrived at the Youth house and all volunteers had lunch with the children there.
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 b, Afternoon: We had some activities with the children at Youth House: We did the play again and explained the meaning of Tanabata action and the children seemed to enjoy it. Then everyone did a traditional Japanese dance (Yatosa – Yato Yato). Finally, the each child was given a Tanzaku paper to write their wishes and share with others. The children have a lot nice dream, we really hope it can be true for their better future.                       
c, Evening : We came back to volunteer house to have a final evaluation. We discuss a lot and also give the ideas:
· We review the human trees when did on the orientation as evaluation.
· We discuss the long term plans for F.V such as :
· Jobs for F.V

· Healthcare matter

· Education for children

· We exchanged presents, wrote wish message on postcards for each other. 
III. Conclusion:

In comparison with last workcamp, the number of women took part in making Acrylic Sponge increase a lot. Moreover, all volunteers were so enthusiastic with the activities of workcamp inspite of hot weather, mosquitoes and some difficult things like communication in English. A week workcamp was successful!

 We also gave the F.V women 10.000 yen as the SEEDER group in Japan greatly helped to sell Acrylic sponges there during the Earth day. To the long term projects, we need more and more volunteers’ participation. 
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