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SPECIAL WORLD TANABATA ACTION (WTA) ENVIRONMENTAL WORKCAMP 2011
· Date: 2011.8.22 - 2011.8.31
· Organizers: Network of Voluntary Development in Asia (NVDA), Solidarités Jeunesses Vietnam (SJV) and VolTra Hong Kong (VT).
· Hosting Organization: SJV
· Location: Xuan Thuy National Park (XTNP)* and the surrounding area (including Giao Xuan and Giao An commune), Nam Dinh, Vietnam.
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· Participants:
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4 Vietnam volunteers (including a leader from NVDA and SJV – Hang) – Trang, Nam and Hai and 6 Hong Kong volunteers (including a co-leader from VT – ah Fung) – Atty, Litchi, Pan, Roger Lee Ho, Elvis.
· Report Date: 2011.9.18
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Background:
Based on the Tanabata festival, WTA was started in 2008 and it is a global action with purposes to:
1. Prevent climate change by practical actions to decrease green gas emissions (planting trees and writing “my action”)
2. Raise awareness for climate change and recognition on international voluntary service. 
3. Strengthen links, solidarity and develop partnership locally & globally for the common global issues.
The action has become one of two official Asian Common Actions of NVDA (Network for Voluntary Development) where SJV and VT are full members of NVDA. During the Special WTA Meeting by NVDA and Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS) in February 2011, SJV and VT had a common consensus to organize a special bilateral WTA/environmental workcamp in August 2011. Despite the busy work of the two organizations, the cooperation was further prepared in June and finally applied as a NVDA special workcamp.
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Aims:

1.  Promote environmental protection and raise public awareness on local and global issues.

2.  Develop friendship, understanding and partnership between Vietnam and Hong Kong.
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3.  Promote the common action of NVDA all around Asia.

[image: image14.jpg]



· Work:
1. Clean up the national park and the surrounding area (including schools) - garbage collection at seashore, grass cutting, tree trimming, etc.
2. Planting mangrove trees (Lumnitzera racemosa).
3. Writing commitment to undertake personal actions about environmental protection on Tanzaku papers.
4. Learning how to make acrylic sponges.
5. Renovation at a kindergarten through painting.
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Schedule:  
	DATE
	MORNING
	AFTERNOON
	NIGHT
	AC

	22 Aug (Mon)
	Moving from Hanoi to Nam Dinh province (campsite)
	Home stay

	23 Aug (Tue)
	Orientation
	Cutting grass 
at Giao Xuan primary school
 and interaction with the students.
	Vietnamese night
	Home stay

	24 Aug (Wed)
	      Renovation 
at Giao Xuan kindergarten.

	· Renovation 
at Giao Xuan kindergarten.
· Village tour (visit a temple) 
	Performance exchange

with local people
	 Ho   Home stay

	25 Aug (Thu)
	Collecting garbage at seashore
	         Painting wall 

at Giao Xuan kindergarten     
	      Dinner with 

local Youth union 

     + Karaoke 
	Home stay

	26 Aug (Fri)
	   Meeting with board management of XTNP.
	Cleaning the national park  
	Hong Kong night
	XTNP

	27 Aug (Sat)
	Cleaning the national park  
	Planting trees
	Learning how to 

make Acrylic

 sponge.
	XTNP

	28 Aug (Sun)
	Work at Giao An commune 
	Evaluation
	XTNP

	29 Aug (Mon)
	 Excursion in Thai Binh province
	   Local volunteer’s  ’s house

	30 Aug (Tue)
	Hanoi tour
	SJV volunteer house

	31 Aug (Wed)
	                                Departure


* During home stay in the Giao Xuan commune, workcampers were divided into two groups and took turns to be the cooking team who cook for the whole group in 1 day including breakfast, lunch and dinner.
· Highlights:
1. Friendship is agreed to be the most valuable gift, especially the deep relationship among the workcampers. This is even more special when Vietnam and China is politically inharmonic at the time. It is happy that there are quite many exchange opportunities with locals despite this is an environmental workcamp. Volunteers really had a good time and know more about rural life in Vietnam, e.g. home stays, went to market, during work, singing, dancing and teaching in primary school, cultural nights, naps, playing with kids in kindergarten, church and temple visit, local performance, farewells, karaoke, football friendly matches (Vietnam vs Hong Kong!!), coffee, city tour, etc. 
Local people are nice, friendly and willing to help except drinking so much during meals. 
Volunteers also hope the government can have policy on environmental protection and waste management (so much rubbish!)
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2. Volunteers participated in this workcamp are from a wide diversity of background, but all shown concern on environmental and cultural issues. Four of the ten studied or is studying environmental subjects or biology in universities. Among them, Pan is representing a Hong Kong environmental NGO called Conservancy Association while Roger Lee Ho is working in the Hong Kong branch of World Wide Fund for Nature. This is a trial to joint force with environmental NGO for WTA, as suggested in last Special WTA Meeting. However, there is still much room for improvement to make good use of the workcampers’ expertise. During follow up activities, hope that fire can be produced from the sparks in the workcamp.

· Comments:

1. Group size of 10 volunteers is also a good number, as this can allow deeper understanding and friendship among all workcampers.
2. Cleaning up (cutting grass) accounted for the major part of work. The reason was dependence on local’s need and the camp was too hurried for the locals (communication with rural Vietnam can be highly inconvenient) and the work was the real need that we can help. It was suggested to prepare the camp earlier and introduce WTA to local partners in advance. 
3. Quite a few workcampers showed their expectation of learning skills concerning WTA. It is good to have an eco-sponge workshop (although it is pity not to be with local community), but for tree planting, may be we can spend more time, e.g. workshop, to learn how to plant the trees so that they can have larger survival rate.
4. Environmental NGO invited can be introduced to the National Park before the workcamp started, so that they can have more in-depth dialogue when they meet. 
5. More culture exchange activities besides food can be done to make the camp more abundant, for instance, showing respective costume or any special things. The test of Vietnam information is also a good example.
 
* Xuan Thuy National Park - Located in the Giao Thuy District, Nam Dinh Province, Xuan Thuy National Park was declared Vietnam's first Ramsar site of Vietnam in January 1989. More than one quarter of the park's 12,000ha is covered with mangroves that support many aquatic species - including fish, crustaceans and mollusks. These species provide food and livelihoods for the poor, local people of the area. The park houses the “Cá Mòi Co” (Clupanodon thrissa), a fish listed in Vietnam's Red Book as vulnerable and at risk of extinction. It is also recognized as a platform for migratory water birds, including the “Cò thìa” (Black-faced Spoon-Bill), and eight other listed endangered species.
In terms of preservation matter, Xuan Thuy National Park has the following objectives and tasks:
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To preserve the typical submerged land ecological system of the Red river-mouth region, the specific fauna and flora species of the submerged land ecological system, especially aquatic species, water birds and migration birds.
To build material and technical bases in service of training, scientific research, environmental education and eco-tourism development, thus contributing to socio-economic development and creating jobs for local population communities.
To serve scientific research, environmental education and eco-tourism development.
To maintain Xuan Thuy National Park as a Ramsar site through conservation of biodiversity and responsible fisheries.
To raise public awareness and also recognized local community efforts in the conservation of Xuan Thuy National Park, the sustainable and wise-use of the park's resources, and responsible fisheries and management.
“Xuan Thuy National Park is the pride for local people in their wetlands area, its relevance as a Ramsar site, its importance for their eco-tourism development...”
For further information, please see more in the website:  http://vuonquocgiaxuanthuy.org.vn/?&lang=en
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