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                Hot news of NVDA:
1.  World Summit for Forest Actions:
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Network Voluntary Development in Asia




In order to create more healthy forests, societies and life etc NICE (Never-ending International workCamps Exchange) in cooperation with Implementation Committee of WSFA (World Summit for Forest Actions) and NLAPO (National Land Afforestation Promotion Organization) will organize a special event on "International Year of Forests" and "International Year of Volunteers + 10" called “World Summit for Forest Actions” from 08th to 10th October 2011 in Tokyo, Japan. 

Around 100-200 participants are leaders & members of mostly NGOs (but possibly also companies and government) from Japan and around the world, will introduce remarkable activities to protect and revive the forests, also learn from the various types of experts related to forest.
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The summit will discuss, modify/ add and complete the advocacies and action plans. The completed proposals will be finally presented as one “Millennium Forests Goals (MFGs)” with visions of the world forests and civilizations toward the year of 2015.  The visions, activities and management of “World Forest Action Network” will keep being continued and developed strongly and effectively in the long term in Japan and the world.

NVDA is one of supporting organizations of this event and it is one of the action plans approved at the WTA Special Meeting by NVDA and Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service (CCIVS) in Indonesia in February 2011.
      2. NVDA Executive Committee (EC) meeting 2011:
After the World Summit for Forest Actions, the EC meeting of NVDA will be held afterward. The purposes of the meeting are discussion about all matters of NVDA and preparation for the 09th TNW & GA in 2012.
Besides the EC members and secretariat, some representatives of NVDA members (IIWC, NICE and SJ Vietnam) will also take part in the meeting as observers.
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3. The Global Common LOGO of International Workcamp (IWC): was finally selected by 5 co-organizers including VYA, NVDA, CCIVS, ALLIANCE and SCI. Click here for more information!
The idea of the campaign was originally made in the Asian PR Summit in Tokyo, November 2011, launched by VYA in co-organization with NVDA. It aims to strengthen the volunteer solidarity, create the global volunteer identity, and support each other all over the world.

Thanks to VYA for their great contribution as well as all volunteers’ involvement in the IWC Global Logo Campaign!


                         News from NVDA members:

1.  Indonesia International Work Camp (IIWC) 
· June-July:
a) Final Evaluation Weltwearts 2011 on 1st – 2nd July 2011 in Semarang, Central Java. The aim of evaluation is to evaluate the 11-month Weltwearts program. This program (Weltwearts) is a cooperation between IIWC Indonesia and IJGD Germany for Long Term Volunteer Project.
b) “Self Hygiene and Medical Check Up for Children in Slum Areas” in Demak Regency and Pekalongan City in July 2011. The main aims are: Campaigning and introducing personal hygiene habits to support personal and family health condition in the long run. Organizing education and information sessions on how each family member can actively be involved in maintaining their family’s health condition. Organizing and involving the local people in the campaign of changing behavior for a healthier life style:  taking lice away, washing hands and brushing teeth activities. Organizing free medical check ups for the children and local people. 
c) National Children’s Day Celebration by holding Drawing Competition in Blora Book Fair 2011, 24th July 2011, there were 40 children involved. This competition gave opportunity for children to express their dreams on drawing.
d) 10 work camps done in this summer 2011.
· August-September: 

4 summer work camps also were held on September: Mangkang 11-5 International Camp and Mangkang 11-6 International Camp about Environmental Action Planting Mangroves; and Tegalrejo I Camp and Tegalrejo II Camp, Bilateral Camp with NICE Japan about Children living in a prostitution area. As a country with the biggest Muslim population in the world, +182570000 people, Indonesia has the biggest occassion every year. It is called Ramadan month, a month that every Muslim in Indonesia gets serious about their Islam religion. In this year it will begin on 1st August. IIWC held for the first time, a study camp, a special work camp for cultural exchanges and experiences finding out Indonesian Muslim’s point of view about their religion. This work camp was organized on 10th – 22nd August 2011 in Fatimatuzzahro Orphan.
2. VolTra, Hong Kong:

Brand-new Long Valley Workcamp, a Real ‘Back to Nature’ Experience in Hong Kong
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Whoever can see a big paddy field here in Hong Kong is definitely not dreaming! Being described as a modern city, though the spotlight has been following the city’s commercial life for many years, the beauty of its original and oldest living style-farming has never been forgotten. What’s more, it has even become one of the hottest topics among conservationists and the  younger generation in Hong Kong.
So glad that our city’s traditional living become workcampers’ brand new experience! From 17-30 July, the workcampers from Hong Kong, France, Spain and South Korea assisted the farmers with lots of farm work, such as collecting the paddy as well as decorating the stilt house in Long Valley. The house will become an educational center later on for spreading the message and importance of conserving the nature and land in one’s home city. Volunteers were so excited to participant in a night tour; observing organisms in wetland; understanding more about the eco system of Hong Kong and getting in touch with the city’s other kind of “night life”!
As it’s an environmental conservation workcamp, we tried to avoid any pollution during the program. For example, chemicals were prohibited when washing dishes and taking showers; instead we used tea seed powder which is a natural grease remover. To reduce the carbon footprint and support local agriculture, the workcampers also purchased food from the farmers or nearby markets.
The paddy industry in Hong Kong was once prosperous; while the paddy was chosen as a prestigious gift presented to the Emperors and was also well known among countries in Europe. During 1960s, the industry was massively affected by the rapid city development, the core value of sustainable planting of paddy fields has been neglected as well as the fine eco system within the wetland, most of the farming family are forced to follow the economic flow and left their field behind in order to get a better city job. As a result, the wasteland has become a container yard, putting aside the best potential and beauty of a wetland. While nowadays they have become the big prey of property developers.
VolTra is glad to cooperate with The Conservancy Association (CA), a non-government environmental organization which shares a similar vision with us. From 2006, CA encourages local farmers to start growing paddy again, in addition to managing the field in a more environmentally friendly, patient and passionate way. By resuming the paddy field, the original eco system and the bonding between people and the wetland in Hong Kong is no longer an ancient story to the younger generation, but a concrete connection which is touchable and worth exploring in Hong Kong. 
3. SJ Vietnam:
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A team of volunteers both local and international joined in a project to decorate one of the wards in the children’s hospital. International volunteers came from many countries, Australia, Korea, France and Israel to join the project and all were very enthusiastic and determined to make a difference. The renal ward of the hospital was in need of some brightening up in order to make it a more exciting and stimulating environment for the children. 
The volunteers worked together for ten days to create artwork to put on the walls in the playroom. One wall became a jungle and the other was decorated with a Disney theme. The corridor was painted to look like under the sea on the bottom part with a space theme on the top. The artwork looks great and is loved by the children. Some of the children’s rooms also now have some small decorations. It is important that these children feel comfortable and at home in the hospital as many stay for long periods of time, this project will be enjoyed by children for years to come and makes a big difference to the experience the children have when they are there.
4.    JIA China:
a) 2011 Mayday Training workshop for coordinators:
JIA has been providing training for workcamp coordinators since 2004. During Mayday holiday we visited a camp site for harvesting work in the day time. Also studying in the morning and at night time. It seems short TNW of NVDA.

 There are 22 participants including staff and veteran campers from Chuxiong, Wenshan prefectures and Kunming city. This camp site is very well known to participants. Because we have held over 25 activities since 2006, it departs from 7 hours from office.

We divided 4 teams with veteran campers and each team has a leader (work/entertainment/life / KP/ recording leader). Participants chose name of team by themselves such as Da Tou Ren Zhu(Big Head Team), H4 Zhu(there are all “H” in their real name), Wazly Zhu(wazi means socks use feet to moving for many experience and happiness), Zhi yuan zhe Zhu(volunteer team-veteran members).
We studied with different topics: What is the voluntary activity?; What is JIA workcamp coordination center and NVDA network?; How to write proposal and report? What is Hansen’s disease (Leprosy) and PALs (Patients affected by Leprosy)? Group activities and farewell party
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                                                Harvest wheat                                                    Daytime work 
b) Feeling of volunteer: “What’s true in my mind?” – reported by Wang bin from Yunnan financial economy college. 
On my May Day holiday, I had a chance to participant in the work camp of coordinator training. It really made my holiday perfect. 

When we arrived at our destination, called Xiaoshuitang (means small pond in Chinese), I was surprised by its good condition. It has electric power and a fresh water supply. Our cell phone even can get through. The most important thing was, we had very good room to sleep.
Our task was to help villagers reaping their wheat and training. The first day was hard for me, the sun was hot and made my skin really painful, and the pins of wheat often stuck me in my arms. But I kept at it. Besides, after the training, I learned more about leprosy. Two days later, the work camp came to an end. We held a party to congratulation and say goodbye to the village. The party was excellent, especially the performance of those lovely villagers. They sang songs for us, danced for us with appreciation. The next day, the headman of the village even set fire-crackers to see us off. I was deeply touched by their passion. As if we were doing something I like, but bring them something different. Actually, I feel we can give nothing but sympathy.

My experience in the work camp let me know what the most important thing in one’s life is: attitude. Don’t you see it? a big smile on a face can overcome every bad thing.   
c) Start summer workcamp, let’s join in action!! First workcamp team departed to go to camp in Wenshan prefecture cooperating with local students. 4 more teams were already joining in camps in Lijiang, Dali. Also 17 volunteers joined Sichuan workcamp from 26th July. There were 2 more camps in August in Guizhou province and beautiful ancient city Lijiang also.
d) Summer workcamp orientation: Camp coordinators held the 2nd orientation for participants of summer workcamps in Yunnan financial economy college on 15th July. There are around 80 local volunteers joining in.
e) Attend Yunnan provincial CDC (Centers for Disease Control and prevention) NGO meeting on 26th June. There are 6 NGOs including JIA workcamp coordination center and government staff. Sharing to know about each program in 2010 and 2011 plan using presentation tools. The staff of JIA, Mr. Tony joined the meeting and gave them the presentation. Can download 2010 JIA workcamp coordination center’s activities report as below (Chinese version) http://bbs.joyinaction.org/thread-3143-1-1.html
f) Staff meeting in Old town- Lijiang: Visited museum also chanced to meet former teacher of Naxi minorities. It was really helpful to understand more about Dong Ba culture. JIA will focus more on the minorities’ issues and keep on joining workcamp in this area. This time mainly considered the long and midterm project and will make a proposal ASAP with new staff. And also learn more about long term issues from NVDA members. Maybe we are going to open an organic camp place with an office in the coming days or next year. It takes 7 hours by train from Kuming city.                                                                                                                 
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                          Dong ba language                Lake with snow mountain          With Naxi former  teacher
   NVDA common action:    
1. World Tanabata action (WTA):   
a. The first edition Toolkit of WTA was produced for National Partners to explain with further details and good practices how to run WTA workshops. 2011 is already the 4th year of WTA adventures! Many organizations have taken part in them since the beginning, some are newcomers but all of the National partners are keen on knowing and sharing more on WTA to undertake green action commitment through voluntary activities. Link to download the WTA toolkit is available on NVDA website
b. Special WTA workcamp was organized by NVDA in cooperation with SJ and VolTra Vietnam in Vietnam from 22nd to 31st August 2011, which was also one of the action plans from Special Meeting for WTA in Semarang, Indonesia in February 2011.
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The workcamp activities were planting trees, collecting garbage, writing Tanzaku papers, researching about environmental protection at Xuan Thuy national park with purposes to strengthen links, solidarity and develop partnership locally & globally for the common global issues.  Report of the workcamp!
2.   Acrylic sponge action (ESA): 
The 03rd special ESA workcamp has been organized in Vietnam from 06th September to 15th September 2011 with 11 Japanese volunteers recruited through NICE and 4 local volunteers from SJ Vietnam together with the secretariat of NVDA.
The aims of the workcamp are improvement the life of fisher village people as well as the protection of the water environment and public awareness. Moreover, special workcamp not only develops understanding and friendship between Vietnam and Japan, but also promotes the common action of NVDA all around Asia. 
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                                                                                      �HYPERLINK "http://www.nvda-asiapacific.org"�http://www.nvda-asiapacific.org�





Greetings from secretariat!!!


It is my great pleasure to produce this newsletter with introduction of members’ activities and some important coming events of NVDA.


I hope we all have the greatest spirit for the international voluntary service. 
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